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ENVIRONMENT

The funeral world is set for a shake up as
eco-friendly options become available

by Angela Gregory
BANTONMENT Feporter

Green i becoming the new black in
the funeral world as Mew Zealamders
turn to more envirenmentally sensi
tive burials,

The new servioes mage from ecn
coffing and natural burial to aleEma
tiwe ways of pressrving the body.

Aucklander Christine Foole,
awmner of The Matura] Funessl Coim-

1Y, Says she started her business

Ve VEAFE g0 10 meel a prowing
demand for less invasive and simpler
procedures.

M= Foote, who had previeusly
worked as a funeral direcior for tra-
ditional firms, sald many clenis did
neat want the bodies embalmed, which
meant the deceased could remain at
home rather than be sent o a funeral
parkou. '

Blocks of dry ice were instesd
placed in the coffin 10 keep the body
ol ind oils such as framkincense, £

L COFFIN CHOICES
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$1200 Sokeor

trew amad eucalypius were used to help
preserve and scent the hody,

She said interest in natoral
funeraks had increased in the past five
vears and reflecied New Zealanders
“huge bent towards things green”™.

While most of her clienis s3ill
opted for cremadion there was akso
interest in hurials like atb the eco-

BOX CLEVER: Greg Holdsworth in ona of the Return to Sander sco-goffins that his company manufactures.

section of the Waikumete Cemetery in
Glen Eden where people coabd b
buried in a woollen shrood fixed ton
solid base or in & natural comtainer
with no metal fittings, Headstomes
were not allowed but o tree coubd be
planted to mark the grave

Caskets nsed for such natural
funerals incluoded cardboard,
untreated pine or macrocarpa, and
hasked-woven wicker.

Ml Froe sadd theme were oomoerms
about mdfvenesr caskeis as hey
couhl give off dioxing when Durmnesd.

Unitee graduale Geeg Holdswoerth
wis prompled o look & designing
eprealling following ks dissatisfbe-

tiom At what was available when fam
ily members passed away,

The award winning "return to
sencer” coffins with onganic cures
wern made From phyeweed.

They retailed ad abowl 2000 and
Bir Hohdsworth wias only just Eeeping
up with demand.

“Even traditlonal firms are
i bt T,

i Wellington a natural barkal
cemetery will opem In A coupde of
mnoaithE on lormer farmland next o
e Makara Cemebery

Mark Blackham, foumder of the
noa-profit Matural Burials organiss-
thon, sadd the eco-cemetery had been

]

develaped in cogaperntion with the
Wellingion City Council.

Ther decvnsiead would b buried in
untressted softweod caskets with rope
hardles which would bresk down
relatively ssily.

The Dwadies, which could mot be
Enhalmed, would be buried ess than
& el desp wWiere e scil Was Mok
ECtive (o Incresse detampesiiingn.

M Hlackham sakl fhere weps 300
members of Natoral Burials amnd
aboit 50 people had slgmed up to be
buried at the Makara slie.

Such burials were growing in
popalarity in the United Kingdom
which hed nearly 120 of the cem-
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garies

Mr Blackham said ressarch here
indicated up to & third of Mew Zea-
landers would prefer a nataral arial.

But MNeil Little, vice-president of
thie Fumeral Dirsctors Association.
said her had mob notioed an upswell of
inferest in ecosstyle Punerals and
gueris] what they actually meant.

M Little said traditional funeml
pracibkos were pol In his view detri
mental to the environmentl and
Mineral homes were sensilive o
irddividual’s wishes.

He had recenlly oomplbesd with &
family request that the decsassd nol
b embalmed.
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